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When deciding on which diseases to include in the course of science teaching, it is important to include those which are the most prevalent among the children in the communities in which they live, and this will often include common parasitic roundworms. The following are the problems related to infection: -the lack of knowledge about modes of infection; -the lack of appreciation of what are healthful practices; -the susceptibility of children, due to their modes of behaviour; -the lack of health consciousness; -the social aspect of crowding.
Further problems are the nutritional situation, stunted growth, poor motivation (for example, in school work) and general debility.
It is suggested that the following strategies would be appropriate in both formal and informal educational systems.
1. Adopting a positive approach to overcome successfully the disturbance in the living system. 2. Explaining how to overcome the disturbance in the system through curative measures. 3. Explaining about preventive measures and personal hygiene. 4. Using specific situations common to the children's local experience. 5. Teaching the biological aspects of the disease for a deeper understanding.
6. Using analogies to emphasize certain points (for example, how much 253
